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Use code

FIRSTNIGHT

at exploreandmore.org to receive
up to 2 child admissions to
Explore & More with the purchase
of at least 1 adult admission
through February 13, 2026.
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THE RALPH C. WILSON, JR.
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
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Help the little fox through the maze so she
can play with her friends at Explore & More!
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Design An Ugly Holiday Sweater
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What'’s the holiday season without an Ugly Sweater Contest?
Design the ugliest sweater you can dream up!
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By Explore & More Staff I ERALRT S S,

~_ INGREDIENTS & MATERIALS = HOW LONG WILL ACADEMIC SUBJECT(S):
s e : - . . THIS TAKE TO DO? . .
Art, Social Studies

- One paper cup « Scissors SET UP

- Paint - Paint brush 2 minutes

- Pipe cleaner or ribbon - Marker ACTIVITY

- Jingle bell (optional) 20-30 minutes

SS 3.4q0, 3.4b, 3.50, 2.6,2.8,1.8
VA: CR1.2.1,2,3a

VA: PR 5.1,2,3a

This lesson gives your child the opportunity to create a Buddhist bell, also called a bonshd. A bonshd’s ring is
supposed to offer a fresh start for the New Year.

While celebrating this year’s holidays from home, there is a great opportunity to see how other cultures and
other nations celebrate the holidays. With this lesson your child will be able to experience new traditions
and cultures. Japan celebrates the new year with many special traditions. The celebration of the new year
is called Omisoka. It is common to clean the office and home, and to pay bills. This allows a fresh start for
the new year! By dinner time a large feast is prepared. Enough food is usually made for the next few days,
because it is considered unlucky to cook in your home for the first 3 days of the new year. Finally, many visit
the Buddhist temples in the last half hour of Omisoka. The bonshé are tolled 107 times before midnight,

and once dfter. The bells ring when they are hit with either a hammer or a beam. We will share with you how
to make your own bonsho.

STEP 1 Have a grown up gently make 2 holes in the bottom of your cup
using scissors.

STEP 2 Paint your bonshd. Bonshd are usually made of bronze, so | painted mine
using brown, black and white paint. Allow some time to dry.

STEP 3 Once your bell is dry, make designs on it with marker. With a grown up’s

help, you can search for Bonsho reference images, if you need inspiration.

STEP 4 Thread your (optional) jingle bell through
your pipe cleaner, then thread the pipe cleaner through
the holes you made earlier. In reality, bonshd do not have
clappers in the center. This bell in the center allows your
paper cup to make a ringing noise when you hit it.

< STEP 5 Twist the pipe cleaner at the top. You can
make it into an interesting shape if you'd like.

STEP 6 Hit your bell from the outside, what kind of noises does it make?
Only 107 more tolls to go!
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Connect The Dots

Connect the dots to draw the outline of the showman and
then color in his hat and scarf with a festive decoration!
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HOCKEY
SNOWSTORM

SKATE

FEBRUARY

BLIZZARD
JANUARY

ICE
TOBBOGAN

SKIING
FREEZING
SLUSH

COoLD
MARCH

ICICLES
WIND CHILL

DECEMBER

SHOVEL

FROST
SNOWMAN

DRIFTS
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DIYSnow Globe exp Emore

BY Explore & More staff

— MATERIALS:

- Clear jar

- Plastic winter figures
- Hot glue

- Water

- Glitter

- Glycerin (optional)

" DIRECTIONS:

figure is right side up.

STEP S Flip jar upside down so that the lid is on the table and the

STEP 6 Shake your jar to make it snow!

THE RALPH C. WILSON, JR.
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

HOW LONG WILL
THIS TAKE TO DO?

5-10 minutes

L

sTEP 1 Using the hot
glue, secure the winter figure
to the inside of the lid of your
jar. Allow to completely dry.

STEP 2 Fill jar almost to the top with room temperature water.

STEP 3 Add glitter and a few drops of glycerin (optional). The glycerin
will help the glitter float better in the jar but it is not required.

STEP 4 Carefully screw lid onto
the jar and hot glue rim closed.

VOCABULARY WORDS
WINTER: The coldest season of the
year. Winter falls after autumn and
before spring.

SNOW: Soft, white flakes of ice that fall from the sky like rain when it is below
freezing.




Lunar New Year
Year of the Horse
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Not all cultures celebrate the new year on January 1st. In many Asian
cultures, people celebrate the Lunar New Year, which begins with the first
new moon of the lunar calendar and ends 15 days later with the first full
moon. In 2026, the Lunar New Year celebration will begin on February 17th.

Each culture that celebrates Lunar New Year has its own special traditions.
In Chinaq, this festival is called Chinese New Year or Spring Festival.

Check out some of these great books to learn more!

Bringing In the

,s

Ruby’s Chinese New Year Bringing In The New Year How To Catch A Dragon
by Vickie Lee by Grace Lin by Adam Wallace
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